


THE RURAL CENTER 

•  Celebrating 30 years of partnership and service to rural North Carolina. 

•  Our mission is to develop, promote, and implement sound economic 

strategies to improve the quality of life of rural North Carolinians.  

 

•  We serve the state’s 80 rural counties, with a special focus on individuals with 

low to moderate incomes and communities with limited resources. 



RURAL REALITIES  

IN A METROPOLITAN WORLD 

• NC population & economic growth has been concentrated 

in a small number of hyper-growth metros. 

• However, NC still has the nation’s second largest rural 

population and the second highest number of small towns. 

• More than four million people call rural North Carolina home. 

• 80 of the state’s 100 counties are considered rural. 



RURAL NORTH CAROLINA 



THE TRIANGLE’S RURAL-URBAN CONNECTION 
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SMALL BUSINESS CREDIT INITIATIVE 










